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The general design of t"r;e society,as first formed, id set
forth ill the preamble of the rules adopted. This preamble
is prefaced v/ith tv;o verses from tJ^e Ola Testament,and reads
GS follows:

Ireamble.—ilrise,shine,for the light is come,and
the Glory of the Lord is risen upon thee,-to appdnt i^o thorn
that ;;ioarn In Cion,to give onto l.hem Beauty for Lshes"^; the
Oil of Joy for mourning,the Garment of iraise for the Gpirit
of Heaviness; that they mlgiit be called the Trees of Righteous
ness,the rianting of the Lord,that ho might be glorified.
Isaiah lx,l,andlxi,3.

iVhen v/e cast our eyes around and behold a rising generation,
the greatest part vrhereof must live in igiiori-inco,on accoroit o^
there being no place of instruction near them .where they can
be properly educated: x.lso when we behold the orphan loft
forlorn,and the children of indigent parents .growing up ;;.orQ
like a race of savages than Christians .becoming t' sreb;- use
less to their country,to society,aud themselves; wo camiot
help being sensible to those tender feelings which the Bivine
Being has impressed on our naturcs^os spur to prompt us to
lend a helping hand to succor nnd assist tho destitute.

If we v;ill look into their own bosoms,and consider the gener
ous seeds which are tiiere planted,that might,if rightly culti
vated, ennoble their lives,and make taeir virtues venerable to
i&turity,surely they cannot .without tears .reflect on the many
fine geniuses in the reiiiote parts of this Btate.who are entire
ly buried in oblivion,through lock of education.

Our country calls, nay the voice of reason cries nloud to us,
to promote knowledge as the first cemojit of a state,-nd con
science insists that it is our iiulosponsable duty to instruct
the i "uoraut iii the principles of ciiristionity, the more effi
cacious to ao which,- He whose nDmes are ounexed herounto,
have cheerfully en|borod into a Society, dc.
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